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STATE AGREEMENT ACTS — AMENDMENTS 

120. Ms M.J. DAVIES to the Treasurer: 
I refer to the Treasurer’s 2015 comments in this place that “state agreements have gone one way for years”, the 
revelation three weeks ago that he liked the idea of a special lease rental cash out, and his comments to 
The Australian Financial Review on 31 May that he is certainly not taking the cash out of the table. 

(1) Does the Treasurer have the backbone to pursue this revenue source, despite his Premier’s reluctance to 
take on BHP and Rio Tinto? 

(2) What have the miners told the Treasurer it will take them to get to the table to negotiate? 

(3) How is the Treasurer progressing this? 

Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
(1)–(3) I thank the Leader of the National Party. She is becoming somewhat repetitive, but strangely 

entertaining! 

Ms M.J. Davies: It’s opposition. You know it well. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Let me go through our position. Our position is underwritten by a fundamental but basic 
position that we will not unilaterally change or amend the state agreement. 

Ms M.J. Davies: So what are you doing to progress it? 

Mr B.S. WYATT: That is the basic point that we bring into this debate. 

Ms M.J. Davies: I understand that. What are you doing to progress it? 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the National Party, you have asked a question. Listen to the answer. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: There were three parts to the question the member asked me. Firstly, that state agreements 
have gone one way over the last few decades, and they have. There has been a fundamental transition not just in 
respect of workforces, but in respect of the requirement for mining companies to maintain services in what were 
otherwise known as “mining towns” over the last few decades. We have seen that. That has happened for 
decades. 

The second point the member asked about was in respect of a Fin Review comment, I think, about that it is on 
the table, and it is. If those mining companies—mainly BHP and Rio Tinto—decided in the end to engage with 
the government and cash out that particular part of their state agreements, I am open to that conversation. That is 
what I told them when I met with them over the last couple of weeks. 

I want to make a couple of points. The only reason this thing is in play is because the National Party got to 
a point last year, when it finally realised that its Liberal brothers and sisters in government had started to impose 
some form of austerity on the National Party, that it went looking for another source of money to spend. I will 
not forget, because I watched the former member of Parliament, Brendon Grylls — 

Mr P. Papalia: Who? 

Mr B.S. WYATT: The former member for Pilbara! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: That gets them agitated! The ghost of Brendon Grylls! They are still mourning his defeat and 
complaining about democracy: “The people of Pilbara were hoodwinked! How did this happen? How did 
Brendon go?” 

Several members interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Except you, member! Except for you! We know you are delighted by the outcome. 

I note that the former Labor member, the member for North West Central, when he was raging against the super 
profits tax, said — 

I refer to media reports today stating that the federal government is contemplating a change to the 
greatest rip-off of Western Australia …  

He said it is a job-destroying tax. That was Mr Catania, the member for North West Central, raging against 
a super profits tax—“But wait a minute, let me get some more money so I can keep spending without restraint”! 

Point of Order 
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Mr R.S. LOVE: The question is about the Treasurer’s view, not the view of the member for North West Central 
which is irrelevant to the question. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! There is no point of order. The member for North West Central was interjecting 
anyway. But the Treasurer will give the answer he thinks; if you do not like it, well that is your problem. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr B.S. WYATT: I heard the member on radio mourning the loss of the former member for Pilbara this 
morning. “There should be an inquiry about how this should happen”, he raged! I heard. It was interesting, 
anyway, the new-found belief in the democratic process! 
We will not be unilaterally amending state agreement acts. 
Mr V.A. Catania: What about the promise to the people of Western Australia? 
Mr B.S. WYATT: I have said before that if it is on the plate and the miners want to, so be it. 
Mr V.A. Catania: What does that mean? 
Mr B.S. WYATT: But let me be very clear — 
Mr D.T. Redman: But we’ll unilaterally amend power prices! 
The SPEAKER: Member for Warren–Blackwood! 
Mr B.S. WYATT: — that when it comes to the management of the state’s finances, one of the greatest reasons 
we face a debt and deficit position that we currently face is because — 
Mr V.A. Catania: One-term government! 
The SPEAKER: Member for North West Central, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: It is because the National Party, with its green and gold biased taxpayer-funded advertising 
that was royalties for regions in the form it had it — 
Several members interjected. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: — means that when Liberal–National governments spend without responsibility — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Treasurer! 
Mr D.T. Redman: Royalties for regions is a thing of the past, is it? 
The SPEAKER: Treasurer! 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Treasurer, that was interesting! I will call you to order for the first time, and I will call the 
member for North West Central for the second time. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: When Liberal–National governments spend without responsibility, it always falls to us to fix 
up the mess they created, and that is what we will be doing. 
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